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accomplishments today. His profes-
sionalism and work ethic are a great
example of the extraordinary men and
women of Rhode Island’s First Congres-
sional District.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF JOE LANDERS

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember the service of Joe
Landers, chief of police in Lowell, Ar-
kansas, who died Friday morning, May
4, as a result of injuries suffered in a
hit-and-run, drunk driver accident
while on vacation in Florida on April
217.

Chief Landers was a dedicated public
servant—everything you could want in
a leader. He loved his job, his commu-
nity, those under his command, and
the people he served. It was evident in
the way he carried out his duties.

He began his law enforcement career
with the Benton County Sheriff’s Office
before joining the Lowell Police De-
partment in 1995. In 1997, he was pro-
moted to chief, and in the last 15 years,
led his organization during a period of
unprecedented growth. He was respon-
sible for the development of the Lowell
motorcycle patrol, dispatch center, K-
9 unit, and the Special Response Team.
In 2005, Chief Landers performed inter-
national duty as a law enforcement ad-
viser in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, our State and Nation
has lost a valued member of the law en-
forcement community. Tomorrow will
be a sad day when we say our final
good-byes. I speak for Arkansas’ Third
Congressional District in expressing
our deepest sympathy to his family, to
the city of Lowell, and to the great
State of Arkansas.

——————

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, we honor
American teachers nationwide this
week, who, day in and day out, work to
make a future brighter for America.

We all have had at least one or more
teachers who has shaped our lives and
who have believed in us. Mine was Mrs.
Myrna Collins, who taught me in both
the fourth and seventh grades back at
Kearney Elementary School. This no-
nonsense woman with a Texas drawl
was determined that, despite the fact
that I could be a handful, I was going
to behave and learn—and learn I did.

A few years back, I made an effort to
have lunch with Mrs. Collins, and she
made the comment that she knew that
I could be successful if I only applied
myself, and she was right. Her guid-
ance back then showed me how much
could be accomplished with hard work
and focus.

In the San Joaquin Valley and na-
tionwide, teachers of America meet the
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challenges in the classroom with grace
and grit every day. As we recognize
these teachers throughout our country,
we thank you for what you do every
week of the school year.

God bless you, Mrs. Collins, for all

the students whose lives you’ve
touched. Thank you.
———

SAVING THE GREAT AMERICAN
PATRIOTS OF THE AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, it is my great honor and per-
sonal privilege to represent Selfridge
Air National Guard Base, the home of
the 107th Fighter Squadron, also
known as the Michigan Red Devils.

The 107th flies the A-10, and they just
recently returned from a redeployment
to Afghanistan, where they performed
so magnificently, so bravely, and made
us all proud.

The 107th was one of the units sched-
uled to be eliminated under the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget; but, fortu-
nately, the House Armed Services Com-
mittee will present a Defense reauthor-
ization bill, scheduled for a floor vote
here next week, which reverses that
and saves the 107th along with pro-
tecting the Air National Guard across
the entire country.

Instead, the Air Force will be re-
quired to do a cost analysis of the Na-
tional Guard cuts, which is very good
because the Air National Guard per-
forms 35 percent of the flying missions
for just 6 percent of the budget. That is
the best bang for the taxpayers’ buck
in these very restrained budgetary
times.

This House, Mr. Speaker, is going to
do the right thing for the great Amer-
ican patriots of the Air National
Guard, and I urge my colleagues in the
Senate to do the same.
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PROTECT THE AMERICAN DREAM

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, in Con-
gress, it’s our job to help protect the
American Dream. We have to remain
the land of opportunity where anyone
willing to work hard and stay focused
can secure a brighter future. If Con-
gress fails to act, 7 million college stu-
dents across the country will see their
student loan interest rates double to
6.8 percent.

I met some of these students last
week at Palm Beach State College.
Whether it’s the young man who works
85 hours a week while carrying 12 cred-
it hours—the first in his family to go
to college—or the young man who de-
scribed in passion the 14-year path he
has embarked upon to serve out his

May 10, 2012

dream by becoming a surgeon, their
pursuing higher education is a path of
opportunity.

If we want to protect the American
Dream here in Congress, then we
should give legislation that keeps in-
terest rates low a fair shot. After all,
that’s all America’s students are ask-
ing for—a fair shot at the American
Dream.

WORKING FOR JOBS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
for almost 40 months, unemployment
has been at or above 8 percent. That’s
too high for too long.

Right now, over 88 million people are
not even considered in the workforce.
These are people who have given up on
searching for a job. It’s time to restore
economic freedom to America and put
Americans back to work. This will hap-
pen when Washington stops being an
obstacle to job creation through its
overtaxing, overspending, overregu-
lating practices, and starts promoting
an economic environment where our
job creators can do what they do best:
create jobs.

Americans are ready to go to work.
Just this past week, I sponsored a job
fair in East Liverpool, Ohio, where
hundreds of Ohioans showed up for a
chance to enter the workforce. In fact,
many job seekers actually left the job
fair with renewed self-confidence, hope
in the fact that they had a job to go to
the next day, and a belief that the
American Dream still might exist for
them. We need to see more of this, Mr.
Speaker.

——————

BARBARISM

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I have
watched saddened as this House led by
the Republican majority has fought to
gut those things that made and that
will make this country great.

I'm reading a history of the U.S.
House of Representatives right now,
and early in that history, this body—
when this Nation was barely yet born—
pulled together the resources to build
the Erie Canal, coming together to do
great things that benefited the Nation.
The list of those things goes on and on:
the Louisiana Purchase, public edu-
cation, land grant colleges, the GI Bill.
I could go on for a very long time.

Today, the Republican majority says
to transportation and infrastructure,
which are key to our businesses, they
say kill it; to medical research, kill it;
to education, kill it. Mr. Speaker, that
instinct is utterly inconsistent with
who we have always been as a country
and why we are great and powerful and
ultimately economically prosperous. It
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